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OVERVIEW OF THE COLLECTION:

Origination/Creator:   Gracie, James 
Title of Collection:
   James Gracie Stereograph Collection
Date of Collection:
   1866-1925
RIGHT AND RESTRICTIONS:

Access Restrictions:     Collection is open for research. 

Copyright: 

   For more information, contact the Special 

   Collections Library.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE:


The James Gracie Stereograph Collection is comprised of stereographs collected by James Gracie (1936-2014). This collection consists of stereographs from a variety of publishers and photographers, including Keystone View Company, Underwood & Underwood, Kilburn Brothers and G.W Wilson. The bulk of the collection consists of stereographs of scenery, landscapes, and countryside in the United States. It also incudes scenery and landscapes of England, Ireland, Scotland, France, Russia, china, Italy, Egypt, Switzerland, Turkey, Canada, Germany, Mexico and Palestine. The collection consists of stereographs of buildings, structures, monuments and cityscapes in the 19th century. The collection includes stereographs of the aftermath of the Galveston Flood, Berkeley fire. 1902 San Francesco Earthquake and WWI. Other subject matter in the collection includes, portraits of townspeople, women, children, workers, soldiers and Native Americans.

 The collection is arranged in two series. First series is arranged with publisher or photographer name in alphabetical order. Names are copied directly from the information provided on the stereographs. The second series is arranged in categories of subject because the creators are unknown. 
SUBJECT/AUTHOR LIST:
B.W. Kilburn Company
G.W. Wilson & Co.
Keystone View Company

Underwood & Underwood
Universal Photo Art Co.

Stereoscopic views
Photography, Stereoscopic
CONTAINER LIST:
Series I.  Publishers and Photographers

Box 1

Folder 1
A.G. Keet


Folder 2
A.M. Allen


Folder 3
A.S. Campbell / International View Co


Folder 4
A.C. Co


Folder 5
Alfred A. Hart 


Folder 6
American Scenery


Folder 7
American Stereoscopic Co

Folder 8
Andrew Price


Folder 9
B. Hall


Folder 10
B.W Berry & Co

Folder 11
Bell & Bro


Folder 12
Berry, Kelley & Chadwick Publishers

Folder 13
C. Brerstadt


Folder 14
C. R. Savage

Folder 15
C.H. Graves


Folder 16
C.H. Graves

Folder 17
C.L. Howe


Folder 18
California Stereoscope & View Co

Folder 19
Carbutt


Folder 20
Charles A. Beckford


Folder 21
Copelin & Melander, Photographers


Folder 22
E. & H.T. & Anthony Co


Folder 23
E.D. Merriam

Folder 24
E.E. Burdett & Co
Box 2

Folder 25
F. Bonell


Folder 26
F. G. Weller

Folder 27
Florida Club


Folder 28
Francis Bedford


Folder 
29
Friend & Cook


Folder 30
G.N. Barnard 


Folder 31         G.W Wilson


Folder 32
G.W Wilson

Folder 33
Gates Brothers


Folder 34
O.B. Richardson


Folder 35
George Barker


Folder 36
George W. Griffith Publishers


Folder 37
George E. Curtis


Folder 38
H. C. White Co

Folder 39
H.H. Bennett 


Folder 40
Huntington & Co 


Folder 41
J.B. May


Folder 42
J.J. Reilly 


Folder 43
J.F. Jarvis’s Stereoscopic views 


Folder 44
John Anderson Publishing Co

Folder 45
John P. Soule


Folder 46
Julius M. Wendt


Folder 47
Keystone View Co

Folder 48
Keystone View Co

Folder 49
Kilburn Brothers

Box 3


Folder 50
Love Joy & Foster Co

Folder 51
M. Nowack

Folder 52
N.P. Jones


Folder 53
O.C. Smith


Folder 54
P.B. Greene

Folder 55
Roberts and Fellows

Folder 56
Stereo-Photo Co 

Folder 57
Strohmeyers Wyman Publishers


Folder 58
T.W. Ingersoil


Folder 59
London Stereoscopic Company


Folder 60
The Universal Photo Art Co

Folder 61
Thomas Houseworth  and Co


Folder 62
Underwood & Underwood Co.


Folder 63
Union Pacific 


Folder 64
Union View Co


Folder 65
Universal View Co  /William A. Raw Pub


Folder 66
W.H. Illingworth


Folder 67
W.M. Chase


Folder 68
WM_Kain’s Stereoscopic Views

Folder 69
Watkins Pacific Co


Folder 70
Webster & Albee Publishers

Folder 71
Wm. H. Jackson
Series II.  Subjects

Folder 72
Buildings & Interiors 

Folder 73
Disasters


Folder 74
People & Activities


Folders75
Scenery


Folder 76
Sculpture


Folder 77
Still Life 

JUSTIFICATION:


The collection included about 900 stereographs from various publishers and photographers. The variety of content in each stereograph made it difficult to arrange the collection by subject matter. This is an issue found with other subject based arrangement schemes, such as the vertical file and arranging in standardized categories (Foster, 2006 p. 109). The stereographs can be categorized into more then one subject, so making decisions about subjects was difficult for the amount of stereographs in the collection.  I felt that the name of publishers and photographers would be more useful to researchers looking at stereographs.  Because these photos where meant to be distributed and sold to the masses the content is of interest when looking at creators rather then subject. When grouped in subject, it might not reveal themes and styles unique to creators.  Since the bulk of these stereographs are published, there is information available about the creators, so it was easier to arrange this way. Although there are some stereographs with little to no information, the amount was manageable enough to group these stereographs in categories of subject in a second series. 

The stereographs are grouped into folders because the amount of stereographs in this collection needed an arrangement where creator files can be easily pulled and organized. According to Foster (2006),  “the key is to determine the minimal amount of processing necessary to make the collection usable and stable (p.111).” I kept this in mind when thinking about ways to arrange this collection. There were a total of 77 folders that allowed for a good amount of the collection to be displayed without being to little or too much. The creator’s name at folder level allows more information about the collection than general groupings of subject to display. Although item level description allows more information about the collection to display, item level description for over 900 stereographs is very time consuming to process and might display too much information to the user. In a review of literature about processing, Foster (2006) found that group level arrangement and description is acceptable for large collections of photographs (p.108). The main reason finding aids are created is to display useful information to the researcher about the collection and help the user decide if this collection is worth pursuing further.  In situations where the collection is digitalized item level is important because the collection is immediately available to researchers with the establishment of direct links in the finding aid. In this collection the amount of stereographs justified the need for no item level description.  
Foster, A.L. (2006). Minimum standards processing and photograph collections. Archival Issues, 30(2), 107-118. 
