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The Art Society of North America (ARLIS/NA) is a professional organization directed towards art information professionals, educators and students. The organization developed in 1972 as a result of a growing need to focus on Art Librarians aside from the general library needs that the American Library Association catered too. According to the ARLIS/NA website the organization includes  “architecture and art librarians, visual resources professionals, artists, curators, educators, publishers, students, and others interested in visual arts information. The organization not only incudes information professionals but also anyone involved in the art field that would benefit from the resources and services that the organization provides.  This is significant because it allows people outside of the library field to contribute to the organization in discussions, meetings or publications. 

Looking at the organizational structure and it’s memberships, the ARLIS/NA attempts to reach a variety of people in different locations.  They have chapters in Canada, Mexico and across the United States divided into regions, so North America is vastly covered. The organization is further divided into committees, divisions, sections and special interest groups. For example, there is a Cataloging Advisory Committee, Museum Division, Art Library Students and New ARLIS Professionals Section and Photography Librarians Special Interest Group.  All these different groups serve to represent the vast areas in the art and art librarianship field. Since this is a specific field, I find it very useful to have all these types of areas represented within the organization. When looking at their membership numbers, the organization only has 912 members as of March 2012. The organization has 545 individual memberships, 191 students, 56 introductory, 18 lifetime, 62 retires and unemployed and 28 sustaining. Membership fee are as follows:

· Individuals - $120

· Introductory - $90 (1 year limit)

· Retired/Unemployed - $60

· Students - $50 (3 year limit)

  Membership doesn’t seem very large to account for North America and membership prices seem a little more expensive then ALA membership Fees.  The low amount of memberships could effect how effectively some of the resources the organization provides runs. 

The organizations provides an array of services ranging from mentoring programs, chats, discussion boards, career resources, conferences, publications. The ARLIS/NA provides a mentoring program for members that allow them to connect to professionals that can offer insight and advice. This is helpful for members who are interested in a certain area in the field and want to find out more. Participation is voluntary and the organization provides resources for mentors and members who want a mentor. The organization provides online chats on a variety of topics open to members and non-members and discussion boards for members. The organization has a yearly conference with special events, panel sessions, workshops, and poster sessions. All these resources and activities give members opportunities to connect with other professionals. The organization also provides career resources such as job postings, internship opportunities, and webinars for professional development. 
ARLIS/NA also provides publications and opportunities to be published. Some publications include their journal Art Documentation, and papers. The ARLIS/NA also provides publications that lean toward professional development. For example one publication created by ARLIS/NA called, Artist files Revealed: Documentation and Access, talks about how to create MARC records for artist files. The ARLIS/NA provides a number of resources that really cater to members in the art/art librarianship field and provide opportunities for professional growth and development. 

This organization definitely provides plenty of resources for art librarians in North America. I find this organization very useful for my art history background despite some of its limitations in size. The membership fee seems on the average-high end for students but I will definitely consider joining the Association sometime soon since art librarianship is a field I am very interested in.  
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